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Paying respects and giving
thanks

Tromsö/Romsa located on Sami & 

reindeer herding land  

Thanks to all Sami reindeer herders, 

herding communities, organisations 

and individuals that have participated in 

various ways and stages of our

research

Research collaborators: Simo Sarkki, 

Hannu Heikkinen, Kaisa Raitio, Camilla 

Risvoll, Bruce Forbes, Kristina Labba, 

Mia Landauer, Agnes Grönvall, Felicia 

Fahlin, Tim Horstkotte & Jon Moen



Search for fits and learning from failures: 

Mapping institutional challenges and 

identifying alternative pathways to contribute

to more sustainable reindeer husbandry
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Pastures under pressure and shared challenges

”An adaptation 

squeeze” (Löf 2013)

(Klocker Larsen et al. 2017)

Photo: Annette Löf



A broad governance analysis with 

comparative ambitions
How can legitimacy and problem-solving capacity in 

reindeer husbandry governance be improved? 

1. How is governance structured? 

2. What problems do the governing systems address? 

3. What solutions, visions and instruments are prioritised?  

4. Fits and misfits with herders’ perceptions?
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Societal processes of seeking to identify

joint problems, formulating solutions 

and negotiating visions and a desirable

direction for society

Löf et al. 2022, Arts & Buizer 2009, Bacchi 2009, Kooiman 2003

For 
whom?

How

What



Present RH governing systems: A story of
structured fragmentation

Livelihood Land Rights

(Löf et al. 2022)
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Maintained through administrative and issue silos 
in land use governance and planning…

(Löf et al. 2022)



Herding vs husbandry? A strong industrial norm 
coupled with sustainability and weak collaborative
governing tools
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…leading to ”business-as-usual” where co-existence is 

predetermined and responsibility internalised to reindeer

herding communities…

(Horstkotte et al. 2020; Löf et al. 2022)
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Unpacking, re-imaging and reimagining? 

(Löf et al. 2022)
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THANK YOU
PhD. Annette Löf

Annette.lof@slu.se 
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